The events at Central Elementary School this past week have affected all of us
deeply. | am thankful that all of our students and staff are safe. This incident could
have been so much worse. | want to thank everyone for their support as we have
worked through the events of this week. It was not easy, but | feel we handled
everything as well as we could. | especially want to thank Ms. Erica Maddox, School
Health Assistant at CES, for recognizing something was wrong and starting to put
the pieces of the puzzle together. | also want to recognize the efforts of Officer
Brandon Payne and Lead Nurse Blair Payne for their assistance in the case.
Furthermore, we need to recognize Dr. Hoden, Mr. Roakes, Mr. Proffitt, and Ms.
Pinn for their actions and diligence. Lastly, | want to thank the Amherst County
Sheriff's Office and Amherst County Public Safety for all they did during the incident
and the subsequent investigation. It was definitely a team effort and demonstrated
how "Team Amherst” comes together during a crisis.

To our greater school community, our children need your help. None of our children
should have to deal with what our children dealt with this week. | am asking our care
givers and community members to have serious talks with our children about
accepting items from others. | am also asking that the adults take the time ensure
that none of our children are exposed to drugs or other dangerous items in our
homes or community. It is our responsibility to ensure the safety of our children. |
urge you to do everything within your power to make sure our children are safe.

On a lighter note, we have made it to the Christmas Holiday break and we only have
nine more shopping days left until the big day. | want to take a moment to wish
everyone a happy holiday season. As we move into the holiday break, | encourage
you to spend time doing the things you enjoy and take advantage of your
opportunities to spend time with loved ones. | hope you all have a joyous holiday
season and a prosperous New Year. | look forward to seeing the students return on
January 2, 2024.

Sincerely,

William



Upcoming
Events ¥

oQLCULZ-L"L 7 SL— hy ]
Wirder Break

ﬂ}x,a,g((ﬂ,} ,DLW M S A T e S SN NS SN
Ww 15 - %&da‘qﬁ naAM/ohAta#/Aﬂw(mtA/

SLarwary 16-Teackoar Work Day: Mo school for sludonds
Saruary 19: Report Carda !Za %m

ACPS is very community 30 N

and family-focused, and " \r Congrasulations Graduates|
we place an emphasison. ACPS wants you!

¥

supporting and valuing | Come join #TEAMAMHERST

our educators. We
leachinglRositionsYAvailable \ I

be“eve th at our y Secondary Science Teacher

7'y Secondary English Teacher.
ed UcatO rs have the 2 s Secondary Agricultural Science Teacher.
! Elementary Teacher

sin g le most Slg nificant I Elementary, Secondary, and Special

Education postions for.the 24-25 SY

impact on the lives of Wy IChooseXAmherst?;

students. We have an

exceptional mentoring

program that provides

you with a high level of
support over the first two
years with ACPS to help

you become confident,

competent, and
connected in your school
community.

7 o = W N

—

¥

N L I E T - ¥
- SV N Vs i

Superintendent, Dr. William Wells, working with
ACPS students during their trout release as part

- High Quality Mentoring Program
(first two years)
- Commitment to Meaningful
Teacher Induction and Support
- Culture of Valuing and Developing
Effective Teachers
- Promise to our Community of
“Every Child, Every Day!*

Students in grades 3-5 participated in a visit
from author/illustrator Jonathan Miller.
Students learned how art can be created using
construction paper alone and stories can be
sparked with a little inspiration from everyday
objects and characters.
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